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Rev up for the pack ’s annu al 
Pinewood Derby, Saturday, January 
21, from 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. at 
Washington Jr. H. S.  Food and 
“ Beauty”  judg ing b egin at 1:00 p.m., 
followed by the first race at 1:45 p.m.  
 
Here’s more you n eed to know about 
this event:   
 
Participation 
Scouts and siblings are invited to 
participate. The Pack provides one car 
per scout. Additional cars, or cars for 
siblings, must be purchased separately.   
 
Pre-Race Inspection 
To expedite the start of racing action, all 
cars must be registered, inspected, 
weighed and checked in before 
Pinewood Derby day. Pre-race 
inspections will be Tues., Jan. 17 and 
Thurs., Jan. 19, from 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 
p.m. at Peter Fales’, Pinewood Derby 

Chair, 1085 Whirlaway. The committee 
will transport the cars to Washington Jr. 
High where they will be double-checked 
to make sure they comply with the 
guidelines.  
 
Race Format 
Each car will race at least four heats 
against entries in the same grade/scout 
rank level. Siblings will race in one 
division. A computer, manned by race 
judges, analyzes the race heats and 
point totals. Cars racing the fastest heat 
times advance to the finals to compete 
for the speed trophies. 
 
Troph ies 
All participants receive a handsome 
trophy! Speed trophies will be awarded 
for first, second and third place for each 

 
(Derby information, rules and helpful hints 

continues on pages 2 & 3.)   

ATTENTION PARENTS:  
PLEASE SUPERVISE YOUR CHILDREN DURING THE DERBY 
 
For the safety and enjoyment of everyone, please watch your children at all times. 
Unsupervised children or individuals vandalizing the property are subject to immediate 
disqualification, To report these situations, contact Charlie Souhrada at the press table.  



���������
	���
������ ������� � ������� �"!#� $&%(')'+*

 

 
 
 
 
 
Helpful Pinewood Derby Car Construction Hints  

¨  The cars ride over a strip 1/4” high and 1 3/4” wide. The cars need 3/8” on the 
bottom to clear the strip.  The wheels cannot be mounted too narrow, wide or high 
so that the car fits on the track and does not scrape on the bottom. 

¨  The wood block in the official kit is the proper width and the slots should provide 
the axle locations that meet these clearances, although you are not required to use 
them. If you install weights on the bottom of the car, insure that they are 3/8” above 
the race surface. 

¨  There is no height restriction, but the end of the track where the cars are stopped 
may cause damage to delicate items placed on top of cars (you’d need to have 
added material to reach the 2” ceiling at the track’s end).  

¨  You will be disqualified from special trophies if you need to make modifications or 
repairs to your car after the racing begins.  

¨  Silicone lubricant will be available at check-in. The silicone pinewood lubricant is 
available at hobby stores. Hobby stores also have decals, weights and other 
accessories to customize your car. Store kit cars are NOT ALLOWED. 

¨  Avoid kit cars, axles and wheels at the hobby stores since they may not comply 
with the official rules.  

¨  Attention to detail is the key to a sleek, fast car.  
 
 
Rules 
Cars must comply with the District Pinewood Derby rules as follows: 

¨  Graphite lubricant may not be used. Use silicone pinewood lubricant from a hobby 
store. Hardware store lubricants contain components that may damage plastic 
wheels.  

¨  You must use four official BSA wheels. A set of four wheels is in each kit. BSA is 
stamped on the inside of these wheels.  

¨  The wheels may not be covered. Wheels and axles will be inspected.  
¨  You must use the axles supplied in the BSA kit.  
¨  The car’s width should not exceed 2 3/4”.  
¨  The car’s length should not exceed 7”. 
¨  The car’s weight should not exceed 142 grams (approx. 5 ounces).  
¨  Loose materials – with the exception of wheels – are not allowed on the car.  
¨  Wheel bearings, washers or bushings are not allowed.  
¨  The car must be freewheeling, no starting devices.  
¨  Hobby store kits, pre-made, pre-cut or previous year cars are not allowed.  
¨  This is scout and parent activity. All scouts may be asked: “how did you build this 

car?” to determine whether they have the slightest clue of how their entry was built.  
¨  The decisions and interpretation of the above rules by the inspection committee are final.  

 
CARS MUST BE REGISTERED, INSPECTED AND WEIGHED 
PRIOR TO DERBY DAY! 
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(Derby Rules continued)  
 
grade level and in the sibling division. 
The speediest scout cars from all grade 
levels will compete for the hotly 
contested “Screamin' Demonº trophy. 
“Beautyº Trophies will be awarded in 
these categories: Most Creative, Most 
Futuristic and Most Patriotic.  
 
Pack 503 Sports Network Coverage 
Play-by-play and color commentary will 
be provided by the Pack 503 Sports 
Network Team. The commentators will 
attempt to stump our scouts with trivia 
questions, so don't forget to review your 
scout trivia!  
 
Questions?  
Contact Peter Fales, the Pinewood 
Derby Committee Chair, at 357-4769, 
psfales@fales-lorenz.net.  
 

 

TOYS FOR TOTS EFFORT PACKS 
SANTA'S SLEIGH   
 
The pack's Toys for Tots effort helped 
pack Santa's sleigh when more than 
200 toys were collected in December. 
Don Pugh, Phil Gorski and more than 65 
scouts and parents combined to make 
this a great event.  
 
“The elves complain that I’m making the 
reindeer strain, but, thanks to Pack 503, 
I have an excuse,º said Santa, who 
greeted scouts and sang carols during 
the collection event Dec. 1. The 
donations have been delivered to the 
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve for 
distribution throughout the region. 
 
SHOUT OUTS … 
¨  Phil Gorsk i & Don Pugh for leading 

the Toys for Tots campaign and 
Prairie's 50-Mile-Club Walk Nov. 30.   

¨  Randy Carr , Phil Gorski, and Craig 
Mankowski for leading a fun winter 
campout Dec. 10 & 11 and to the 25 

brave 
campers 

who 
joined in 
the fun! 

(See 
scouts 

and their 
parents 

left)
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Dead li ne Approaches fo r 
As t rovern igh t Event at 
the Ad ler  
 
Time is running out to join the pack the 
weekend of February 17, 2006, for the 
ªAstrovernightº extravaganza at The Adler 
Planetarium & Astronomy Museum. 
 
The Astrovernight includes telescope 
viewing (weather permitting), unique 
demonstrations, hands-on activities and 
shows in the Sky Theater. You©ll get a late-
night snack before sleeping in the galleries, 
and then wake up to a continental breakfast 
in Galileo©s Cafe!  
 
PERMISSION, MEDICAL FORMS AND 
CHECKS ARE DUE JANUARY 21, 
2006  
 
The cost per person is $50 per child; $30 
per chaperone. Because space is limited to 
130 spots, be sure make your reservations 
early. They will be filled on a FIRST-
COME/FIRST-SERVED BASIS up to 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, OR UPON 
SELL-OUT, whichever occurs first.  
 
To secure your spot(s), you must submit: 
 
1. ADLER'S PERMISSION FORM (one 

per child);  
 
2. CLASS I MEDICAL FORMS (one per 

attendee); and  
 

3. MONEY (checks payable to Pack 503) 
to Charlie Souhrada no later than 
Saturday, January 21.  

 
 
Extra copies of the required ,�-(.�/(021�3�465 7

Adler's Permission and Three Fire Council's 
8:9 ;(<=<?>A@CB(D
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through Charlie Souhrada, 6S344 New 
Castle Rd.; ph: 778.8047; or online at 
www.pack503.org. 
 
Cancellations will be accepted up to 24 
hou rs prior to the start of the overnight. 
The Adler will issue a full refund, minus a 
15% administrative fee. All cancellation calls 
should be made to 312.294.0361. If you do 
not call in advance and do now show up on 
February 17, REFUNDS ARE NOT 
ALLOWED. 
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The Pack needs volunteers to serve 
on the Pinewood Derby Pit Crew, 
the Blue & Gold Banquet Committee 
and to edit the Pack 503 News.  
 
To learn about these fun oppor- 
tunities to contribute, contact:  
 
Barry Robinson, ph: 428.9832; 
ToniERobinson@comcast.net.  
 
Charlie Souhrada, ph: 778.8047; 
cpans4@comcast.net 
��
��
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 JANUARY  

PACK ACTIVITY Family Bowling Event 
Date/Time: Sat., Jan. 7, 2:00 p.m. ± 4:00 p.m. 
Location: Fox Bowl, 1101 Butterfield Road, Wheaton, IL 
Cost:  $8 per child; $10 per adult 
(Price includes two games and shoe rentals) 

PINEWOOD DERBY  
PRE-RACE  

Pre-Race Inspections   
Dates: Tues., Jan. 17 & Thurs., Jan 19;  
Time: 7:30  ± 9:00 p.m. 
Location: Peter Fales' home; 1085 Whirlaway; Naperville 
CARS MUST BE INSPECTED & WEIGHED PRIOR TO DERBY 
DAY TO PARTICIPATE AND QUALIFY FOR TROPHIES! 

PACK MEETING Pinewood Derby   
Date/Time: Sat., Jan. 21, 1:00 p.m. ± 5:00 p.m.; Foodservice 
begins at 1:00 p.m.; Racing begins at 1:45 p.m.  
Location: Washington Junior High School Gym & Cafeteria 
Flag Opening – Den 7/Flag Closing – Den 2 

FEBRUARY  

PACK MEETING Blue & Gold Banqu et/Arrow of Light Ceremony 
Date/Time: Fri., Feb. 10, 6:00 p.m. ± 9:00 p.m. 
Location: Prairie Elementary School Gym 
Itinerary: 6:15 p.m. ± 7:00 p.m. ± Arrival/Foodservice; 7:00 p.m. ± 
7:30 p.m. Announcements/Awards; 7:30 p.m. ± 8:00 p.m. Arrow 
of Light Ceremony; 8:00 p.m. -   
Flag Opening/Flag Closing – Den 6 

PACK ACTIVITY  Astrovernight at the Alder – (see pg. 4) 
Date/Time: Fri. & Sat., Feb. 17 & Feb. 18 
Location: Adler Planetarium & Astronomy Museum 

MARCH  
PACK MEETING The Magic of Scouting   

Date/Time: Tues., March 14, 7:00 p.m. ± 8:00 p.m. 
Location: Prairie Elementary School 
Flag Opening – Den 8/Flag Closing – Den 5 

APRIL   

PACK EVENT Cub Scout Round -up Event 
Date/Time: Thurs., April 13, 7:00 p.m. ± 8:00 p.m. 
Location: Prairie Elementary School LRC 

PACK OUTING Annu al Prairie Elementary Environment Clean Up 
Date/Time: Sat., April 15, 10:00 a.m. ± 12:00 p.m.  
Location: Prairie Elementary School 

PACK MEETING Mother Earth: Conservation & Recyc ling  
Date/Time: Thurs., April 27, 7:00 p.m. ± 8:00 p.m. 
Location: Prairie Elementary School  
Flag Opening – Den 4/Flag Closing – Den 12 

MAY  
PACK MEETING Cross ing Over & Annu al Pack Campfire  

Date/Time: Thurs., May 25, 7:00 p.m. ± 8:00 p.m. 
Location: TBD 
Flag Opening & Closing – Den 9  

 
WATCH THE PACK 503 WEBSITE FOR SCHEDULE CHANGES 
Note: All dates, times and locations are subject to change. Check out www.pack503.org 
for up-to-the-minute information.  
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